March 5, 2006

NS GAZETTE

Yolume 1, Issue 7

v\
N\
A 2
The New Middle
School
403 Heights
Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77007
713-802-1256
Diane Manning, PhD.
Director
Arthur J. Farley,
M.D.
Clinical Director
Debbie Tate-Coffen
Curriculum
Coordinator
Megha Parikh
Teacher
Jeanette Salinas
Teacher

The New Middle
School provides an
alternative
educational
experience and
social-emotional
support for bright
children.

School News Editorial
How Does Our Garden Grow? Can We Afford Low Prices?
By Christopher & Matthew A. By Taylor

NMS students are starting a blooming new project. They are planning a school garden and cultivating
their ideas into a growing venture and business!

This endeavor will involve the whole school. As founders of The Garden Club, we will help lead the
other students in our garden mission. We will be researching plants and planning our planting
strategies, deciding what plants will grow best, and be inviting to the natural wildlife of birds and

Wal Mart is one of the richest companies in the world. They offer consumers low prices and
great deals on every day items. Have you ever wondered how Wal Mart can offer such low
prices? Some may say it is because they are not paying their employees a living wage. A
2003 wage analysis reported that cashiers earn approximately $7.92 an hour and work 29
hours a week. This would make their annual wages only $11,948. The national family
budget in the United States for a two-person family in 1999 was $23,705.

butterflies. We will help guide and lead others students in the many gardening responsibilities it takes to

create a beautiful garden.

Along with planting, students will create garden art like birdhouses, bird feeders and bird baths. The
girls will be creating designer clay pots that they will market and sell with items from the school garden.
The business will appropriately be called “Garden Treasures.”

People will be able to purchase the beautiful garden creations and the money raised will go to help fund

future garden projects.

So how does our garden grow? Lots and lots of teamwork!

Wal Mart could give their employees a dollar an hour wage increase by raising prices half a
penny per dollar. This small increase would add $1,800 for each employee.

I think that Wal Mart should raise their prices and respect their employees. The high cost of
low prices is big in the long run. Wal Mart employees who cannot support their families
may have to depend on the government to make ends meet. This can end up costing tax
payers big bucks.

Wal Mart should take their success and invest their earnings in the people who make their
business work. They should raise their salaries, and offer good benefits. Every hardworking
American deserves to live comfortably.

Consumers can help by choosing to shop at other stores until Wal Mart treats their employees
better, if that means slightly higher prices, that is fine.

1 personally choose not to shop at Wal Mart. It is a small way for one person to make a
difference.
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St. Patrick’s Day In The Kitchen with

By Jacob
Saint Patrick is known for driving the snakes from Ireland.
The truth is that Ireland probably never had snakes since
the island was separated from the rest of the continent at
the end of the ice age.
St. Patrick’s Day is an Irish celebration that brings up
images of anything green, especially lucky shamrocks.

They say that St .Patrick’s Day is on March 17" because
that is the day St. Patrick died. As the Irish moved around
the world they took their Irish history and celebrations with
them.

In America St. Patrick’s Day is a fun and festive time.
Cities have parades with music, Irish food and fun
activities and games for kids. Of course, everyone is
encouraged to wear green! Some cities even dye rivers or
streams green!

For a green St. Patrick’s Day treat try my Green Freeze
Shake featured in my cooking column.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Jacob
Green Freeze Shakes

2 Cups Orange Juice

1 Pint Orange Sherbet

6 ounces lemon lime soda
or seltzer (1/2 a can)

4 Fresh Orange Slices
Green Food Coloring
Cups

Fountain Straws

Place orange juice,
sherbet and soda in a
blender and blend. Pour
into large glasses with a
slice of orange hanging
on the inside and a straw.
Add green food coloring
and enjoy!

Young at Art

Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss

Dr. Seuss is the wonderful author who created a “Seussical” world of fun-filled creatures, and rhythmic
stories that taught us right and wrong, and took us to magical, made-up worlds. Sadly, he is no longer with
us, but his literary creations live on in homes, libraries, and schools around the world. March 2, 2006 Dr.
Seuss’ would have turned 102! In honor of his birthday, our youngest students created some special
birthday cards to celebrate this great man. Happy Birthday Dr. Seuss!
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“1like Dr. Seuss because I think he is a
good man, and he has good books. My
Favorite is Green Eggs and Ham because
It teaches you to try new things.”
Brianna Age 7

“I like Dr. Seuss’ books so much.
He is good. My favorite book is
The Cat in the Hat.”

Corey J. Age 7
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The One That Almost Got Away... Girl Talk The Spitting Cobra
Not So Big = By Robert
By Corey H. < The spitting cobra is a cold-blooded reptile. It has scaly skin
Dogg(;ne Good Work that usually looks slimy like a worm but is actually very dry.
Scientists have discovered a teeny-weeny fish By Kathleen It lays eggs and will protect them while they are in the nest. Its

known as Paedocypris progenetica. It only
grows to 1/3 of an inch thick. Ralf Britz, a
zoologist at the National History Museum in
London, England said, “It was of the strangest
fish I’ve ever seen, it’s tiny, it lives in acid, and
it has these bizarre grasping fins.” The teeny
fish lives in water 100 times more acidic then
rain water. It has a see through body. Its head
has no protective skeleton. It was found in a
swampland in Indonesia.

successful raising over $140,000.

Is it the smallest fish? Well, that is a big
question. There may even be smaller fish
swimming around. Some scientists say that the
male angler fish measures about a quarter of an
inch!

difference one dog at a time!

10 year old Stacey Hillman is making a difference in her community by raising money to get Police Dogs bullet
and stab proof vests. Because each vest costs $700.00, Stacey wanted to help with the cost.

The local Police Department was thrilled with her idea. They helped turn her idea into an official charity called
Pennies to Protect Police Dogs. She even has a website to help people learn more about her efforts:

http://www.penniestoprotectpolicedogs.org/ She made jugs and put pictures of police dogs on them and placed
them in vet offices and pet stores. Her goal is to give every Police Dog in the country a vest. She has been very

These animals risk their lives to protect citizens like us. For a few pennies you can help the animals who do so
much for our community. Stacey teaches us that it doesn’t take much to help others and she is making a

number one defense is its venom which can be shot from its
mouth into the eyes of the creature that threatens it. The
venom can cause blindness and very bad pain.

Enemies of the spitting cobra are the mongoose and ferret.
Not only when threatened can it spit venom but also it can
flatten its neck into a hood to make himself look more
intimidating.

When the cobra grows to an adult it’s about ten feet long. The
spitting cobra lives in warm climates. The spitting cobra lives
in southern Egypt to northern South Africa.

Science

Beyond Belief

Spock Says Maybe
By Ace & Matthew C

If you’ve ever seen StarTrek, then you have a basic idea of what teleportation is. Of course, when the
writers were interviewed by Scientific American, and they were asked how they worked, the response
was “very well, thank you.” Not very enlightening, if we do say so ourselves.

The basic problem with teleportation is the Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle. Attempting to measure a
particle’s properties affects the end result. Eventually, trying to measure the object with sufficient
accuracy to rebuild it at the destination would destroy the object even before sufficient data was
acquired. However, there are other ways to get around this problem, involving what is known as the
Einstein-Podolsky-Rosen effect, also known as “quantum entanglement,” a process in which
information can be sent, after a fashion, instantaneously, ignoring the light speed barrier.

Actually, the information is derived from logical guessing and not actual measurement, but in some
cases measurement is not necessary. For example, let’s say I have a pair of dice that have been fixed.
The total sum of the dice, when rolled, equals seven (7). So if I roll them, and one falls on the floor and
out of my sight, but the one on the table says 1, I know the other one is 6, without having to measure it.
Now, say these dice were the size of a proton. You couldn’t just look at them, they are too small to be
seen with visible light. So the only way to check which face is up is by, say hitting it with another
particle that gives off a ping! With the pitch dependent on the value of the die. When you hit the die
softly, the ping is too difficult to analyze; hit it too hard, and the die flips over and is no longer 6. Now,
imagine this problem, times 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. (1
triskadecatillion.) Having trouble? Understandable. Now, if you take advantage of quantum
entanglement, to avoid most of the pesky measurements, you can get enough information from a scan of
the original to reassemble it at the destination point with no difficulty.

Of course, yet again, the chances of you seeing quantum teleportation replace that shiny new Lexus (or
beat-up Yugo, whatever floats your boat) are essentially 0%. (To be specific,
0.00000000000000000000000000000000000000023%. Try saying that out loud.)
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Loch Ness Monster
By Matthew A.

Are there really sea monsters out there? Well, read
on and you will decide.

Take Nessie for example, a mysterious creature
famous for lurking in Loch Ness, Scotland. Some
people mistake Nessie for seals and eels. Some say it
is a fake, but I say it’s real!

Reports say it is about 100 feet long and it has never
attacked people. It eats fish, eels, ducks and snakes.
There is a legend that claims a monk spotted the
monster in the 1700s. He saw him attack his friend
and he banished the creature. That could be why he
cannot be found. We can find his family in museums,
and he does have some relatives in Loch Ness.

So, when you go to Loch Ness, don’t go in the water
because you don’t know what kind of monster is out
there.




